OAPTAIN WALLIS RULE OF' GON-
. 'VIOTS AND NATIVES,

According to -the official records,
the labour of the prifoners hefore
Commandant Wallis’ advent in New-
castle was slight and the discipline
.relaxed. ‘'We are told that Oaptain
‘Wallis’ regulations were effectual in
reforming both, and that he had re-
course in the first instamce to con-
siderable severity of punishment to
restore and maintain them. Despite
the Governor’s regulations;, we “are
also informed that during his com-
mand the - overseers . were  allowed
to strike the convicls  with sticks
rather/ than  prosecute ~ them for
misconduct. By the:" temor = of
the captain’s Newcastle orders we
are informed that that officer trisd
the experiment of intimidation on
those 1imclined to run away by
pointing - out = the . certainty’ of
recapture,. or death at. the hands
of the blugks.. By these means the
namber oflabsconders were faw, and
those who' escaped were generally
brought back by the blacks in a miser-
able and emaciated condition. Oaptain
Wallis made friends with the black
tribes of the Hunter and Port Ste-
phens, “always treated them kindly,
and encouraged them o strip the run-
aways.of their clothes, and spear them
if the absconders would. mof - re-
turn to the settlement.  The Tollow-
ing is Commissioner Bigge’s historical
account of the blacks and the run-
away convicis :—¢ The native blacks
that inhabit - the meighbourhood of
Port Hunter and Port Stephens have
become very active in retaking the

actomp.




‘meetir o: tugitive convicis in
woods:-when gort in their pursnit with-
out the soldiers, = By their ekill in}
throwing their long 'and pointed
wooden daris they wound and disable
_ them, stripthem of  their clothes, aud
| bring them: back as prisoners by un-
| known roads and paths to the Coal
River. - They #hre rewarded for these
enterprises by presents of maizs and
blankets, and potwithstarding ths
| apprehension of revenge from the
convicts whom they bring back, they
continne to live in Newcastls
and its neighbourhood, bui are ob- -
served to prefer the scciety  of
soldiexrs to that of the convicts,”
Between 1804 and 1815 the king of
tke Neweastle natives, Bungares, fre,
quently visited Newcastls, hut in 1815
Goverror Macquarie gettled him on
George’s Hoad, where he held high
court with - his - wife, Queen Goose:.
berry, and a relibue of blacks. In
Captain Wallis’ time he visited Now<
castle several times. Every Quoen’s
Birthday Macquasie would dec iate
the sable king with his cast off cocked-
hat, uniform, and red coat with epsu-
iettes, Clothed in this vica-regal suit, |
without trousers or boots, which he |
could “pot_ be induced to weas, ke
would vieif the barracks and streets:
of Bydrey and Newcastle, when on:a
visit imitating- the voice and gait of
the Qoversor and several prizcipal’
officers,  with & request, *‘lon um
dump,” which meant the contre part
gfa Spanish dollar of the value of




